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Germany  to  Pennsylvania  to  North  Carolina 


A  history  of  the  German  Reformed  people  in  North  Carolina  begins  with  the 
Thirty  Years' War  ( 1618-1648)  in  Germany,  a  religious  war  that  drew  the  lines  between 
Catholicism  and  Protestantism.  The  war  ravaged  the  land,  destroyed  the  economy, 
stagnated  the  intellectual  life,  corrupted  the  morals,  and  maimed  religious  life.  After 
the  Thirty  Years'  War,  the  French  invasion  further  devastated  the  homeland  of  the 
Protestant  Palatines. 

Later,  when  William  Penn  offered  a  hearty  invitation  to  his  colony  in  the  new 
world,  thousands  of  Palatines  began  to  stream  to  Pennsylvania,  including  Reformed, 
Lutheran,  and  Anabaptists  such  as  the  Mennonites  and  Amish. 

In  1663,  Germantown  became  the  first  permanent  settlement  of  Germans  from 
the  Palatinate.  By  the  mid-eighteenth  century,  a  third  of  Pennsylvania  was  German, 
and  among  them  were  30,000  people  of  the  Reformed  faith. 

They  brought  with  them  their  German  Bibles,  hymnbooks,  and  catechisms, 
determined  to  preserve  their  faith  in  the  new  world  by  organizing  congregations  for 
preaching  the  gospel  and  administering  the  sacraments.  They  often  shared  buildings 
and  worship  services  with  Lutheran  congregations.  As  soon  as  possible  they  built 
school  houses. 

In  1740,  Palatinate  Germans  began  to  migrate  south  in  large  numbers  into  the 
Haw.  Yadkin,  and  Catawba  river  valleys  of  North  Carolina,  their  "beloved  Zion." 
Pioneer  Heinrich  (Henry)  Weidner  established  his  home  in  Catawba  County  in  1740, 
and  soon  was  joined  by  others.  Prominent  surnames  among  the  German  Reformed  in 
western  North  Carolina  included  Abernethy,  Shuford,  Warlick,  Carpenter, 
Hunsucker,  and  Rowe. 

Originally,  many  German  Reformed  people  also  settled  in  South  Carolina,  but 
these  churches  were  later  lost  to  the  classis  because  of  a  lack  of  ministers. 
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Early  Churches  in  Catawba  County 


St.  Paul's  UCC  located  at  Startown  is  the  oldest  Reformed  congregation  in 
Catawba  County  and  one  of  the  oldest  in  western  North  Carolina.  Some  local  historians 
claim  its  history  dates  back  to  the  1730's. 

Originally  a  union  church  located  at  St.  Paul's  Church  Road  and  the  Old  Conover- 
Startown  Road  in  Newton,  the  church  received  its  first  Reformed  minister,  the  Rev. 
James  Martin  in  1757,  and  its  first  Lutheran  minister,  the  Rev.  Johann  Gottfried 
Arends,  in  1785. 

In  1903,  St.  Paul's  Reformed  relocated  to 
Startown,  followed  soon  by  the  Lutherans  across 
the  street.  Another  group  of  Lutherans,  how-  ^ti^K/B^ 


Old  Grace  Church  (no  longer  an  active  congregation;  not  to  be  confused  with  Grace 
Reformed  UCC  in  Newton)  in  southwestern  Catawba  County  was  another  union 
church,  with  services  for  Lutheran  and  Reformed  members  on  alternate  Sundays  until 
1941-42.  Ministers  at  Grace  organized  the  other  Reformed  congregations  in  western 
Catawba  County. 

Another  early  congregation  was  Bethel  Reformed  Church,  where  many  of  Corinth's 
charter  members  (such  as  Henry  Link  and  Peter  Rowe)  had  attended. 

Jeremiah  Ingold,  the  first  pastor  of  Corinth  Church,  organized  Corinth  while 
serving  the  Grace  charge  (including  Grace  and  Bethel).  Corinth  became  an  indepen- 
dent charge  in  1903  under  the  pastorate  of  Joseph  L.  Murphy. 


ever,  remained  at  the  original  site  and  is  now 
called  Old  St.  Paul's  Lutheran.  The  two  story, 
white  frame  church  built  c.  1820  still  stands  at 
the  Startown  intersection,  adjacent  to  the  cem- 
etery. It  is  the  oldest  church  building  in  Catawba 
County,  a  living  witness  to  our  common  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  heritage. 


Old  St.  Paul's  Church 
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Corinth's  Beginnings 


Among  the  first  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Hickory  Tavern  were  Adolphus  L. 
Shuford  and  Henry  W.  Link,  loyal  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  In  an 
effort  to  carry  on  their  religious  heritage,  these  men  sought  the  services  of  Dr. 
Jeremiah  Ingold,  "a  true  prophet  of  the  Lord,"  who  in  1860  preached  the  first  sermon 
in  the  small  village  of  Hickory  Tavern  (named  after  a  small  tavern,  the  first  known 
building  in  the  area). 

With  no  suitable  building  for  religious  t 
services,  Link  and  Shuford  built  a  temporary  | 
outdoor  shelter  called  a  "stand."  During  the  1 
warm  months,  Ingold  led  worship  in  the  stand,  | 
and  in  the  winter  the  group  met  in  the  Link  I 
home  (which  still  exists  today  as  the  1859  Cafe).  1 
The  stand  burned  in  1868,  the  same  year  Dr.  I 
Ingold  built  Hickory's  first  school,  the  Free  ■ 
Academy. 

The  Academy  was  used  for  school  purposes,  for  a  union  Sunday  School,  for 
"preaching  by  and  any  and  all  denominations,  and  by  any  show  that  happened  to  come 
along."  The  Reformed  worship  services  began  meeting  in  the  Academy. 

On  May  22,  1869,  meeting  in  the  Free  Academy,  twenty-two  charter  members 
organized  Corinth  Reformed  Church:  Henry  W.  Link,  Catherine  Link,  Amidus  C. 
Link,  Peter  L.  Rowe,  Andrew  N.  Rowe,  Adolphus  Rowe,  Martha  C.  Rowe,  William  L. 
Ramsaur,  Caroline  L.  Ramsaur,  Adolphus  L.  Shuford,  Abel  A.  Shuford,  Abel 
Whitener,  Eliza  Whitener,  John  Fry,  Emaline  Fry,  Susan  Whitener,  Henry  Fry, 
Isaiah  Ingold,  William  P.  Reinhardt,  Mary  Reinhardt  (who  is  said  to  have  suggested 
the  name,  "Corinth"),  Lovinia  Killian,  and  Etta  Graham  Ramsaur.  Officers  included 
H.  W  Link  and  Peter  L.  Rowe  (elders),  A.  A.  Shuford  and  Amidus  C.  Link  (deacons), 
A.  C.  Link  (secretary),  and  A.  A.  Shuford  (treasurer). 


1859  Cafe 
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Corinth's  Four  Buildings 


The  first  building  was  a  wooden  struc- 
ture on  a  lot  donated  by  H.  W.  Robinson 
located  at  what  is  now  called  Robinson 
Park  (next  to  the  Log  Cabin  on  First  Ave. 
SE).  This  building  was  Corinth's  home 
from  1874  to  1887. 


First  Church  Building 


The  second  building,  "the  little  brick  church," 
was  Corinth's  meeting  place  from  1888  to  1910.  It 
was  the  first  brick  church  in  Hickory,  and  stood 
near  the  corner  of  the  present  Second  Street  and 
Trade  Avenue,  NW. 


Second  Church  Building 

The  third  building  came  into  being 
because  the  congregation  had  outgrown  its 
previous  facilities.  It  was  built  on  the  corner 
of  Second  Street  and  FirstAvenue  NW  under 
the  leadership  of  Joseph  Murphy.  Corinth 
met  here  from  1910  to  1959. 


Third  Church  Building 


The  fourth  building  is  our  current  home,  on 
Sixteenth  Avenue  NW.  The  land  was  donated  by 
Shuford  Mills,  and  the  first  service  in  the  new  church 
was  a  Shuford  family  wedding.  This  Gothic  style 
building  has  added  beauty  and  dignity  to  the  com- 
munity since  1959. 


Fourth  Church  Building 


The  Stained  Glass  Windows 


The  stained  glass  windows  in  the  current  sanctuary  were  created  by  J.  Wippell 
and  Company  Ltd.,  of  Exeter,  England,  and  purchased  through  the  studios  of  George 
L.  Payne  of  Patterson,  New  Jersey.  RSI 


that  scene  is  the  dove,  a  symbol  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 

and  the  IHS  (first  three  letters  in  the  Greek  word  for  Jesus)  and  the  XP  (first  two  letters 
in  the  Greek  word  for  Christ). 

The  shields  of  the  apostles  surround  the  risen  Christ.  Though  the  name  under  the 
shield  sometimes  does  not  match  the  shield,  the  1959  dedication  booklet  lists  the 
shields  and  apostles  as  follows  (beginning  at  the  top  left  and  going  counter  clockwise): 

X-shaped  cross,  St.  Andrew.  Andrew  evidently  died  on  an  X-shaped  cross. 

Pilgrim  staff  and  hat,  St.  James  the  Greater.  A  reference  to  his  long 
pilgrimages  and  missionary  spirit. 

Keys,  St.  Peter.  Matthew  16:13-19  records  Peter's  confession  and  our  Lord's 
statement  concerning  the  keys  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Clubs,  St.  Thaddeus  or  Jude.  A  reference  to  his  martyrdom. 

Carpenter's  Square,  St.  Thomas.  Some  writers  say  he  personally  erected  a 
church  building  at  Malipur  in  East  India. 


The  base  of  the  window  portrays  the  Last 
Supper,  with  Judas  on  his  way  out  the  door.  Below 


The  chancel  window  depicts  Christ's  victory 
over  death  in  the  resurrection  as  he  emerges  from 
the  tomb  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea.  The  sentinels  are 
shown  sleeping  in  the  side  light.  Above  Christ  is  a 
peacock,  a  symbol  of  the  resurrection,  and  theAlpha 
and  Omega  in  the  tracery. 


it 


Chancel  Window 
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Swords,  St.  Paul.  Paul  said  he  fought  the  good  fight  (II  Timothy  4:7),  and 
tradition  says  Paul  died  by  the  sword. 

Loaves  and  Fish,  St.  Philip.  See  his  conversation  with  Jesus  recorded  in  John 
6:5-7. 

Flaying  Knives,  St.  Bartholomew.  He  was  apparently  skinned  alive. 

Battle  Axe,  St.  Matthew.  Tradition  says  he  was  crucified  in  Ethiopia  on  a  Tau 
cross,  and  decapitated  with  a  battle-axe. 

Chalice  and  Serpent,  St.  John.  Early  writers  record  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
on  John's  life  by  poisoning  his  chalice. 

Cross,  St.  Simon.  Areference  to  his  success  in  carrying  the  good  news  of  the  cross 
during  his  missionary  journeys. 

Saw,  St.  James  the  Less.  Tradition  says  at  the  age  of  96  he  was  thrown  from  the 
temple  by  the  Pharisees,  and  then  his  body  was  sawn  asunder. 

The  narthex  window  includes  the  shepherds  in  worship  before  the  holy  child  and 
his  parents  at  the  nativity,  and  the  boy  Christ  in  the  carpenter's  shop  at  Nazareth.  The 
tracery  includes  the  Star  of  Bethlehem,  the  IHS,  and  the  XP. 

The  nave  windows  include  other  Christian  symbols:  a  chalice  (representing  Holy 
Communion),  the  Bible,  growing  blades  of  grass  (a  spiritual  harvest),  the  cross,  a 
scallop  shell  with  water  (Jesus'  baptism),  a  five  pointed  star  (the  Epiphany),  the  Easter 
lily,  and  the  crown  (Jesus  as  Lord  and  King).  Symbols  at  the  base  of  the  nave  windows 
include  the  messianic  rose  (a  symbol  of  the  nativity)  and  the  fleur-de-lis  (a  symbol  of 
the  Trinity). 

Transept  windows  depict  the  seven  tongues  of  fire  (Pentecost),  the  cross  and 
crown  (a  reward  for  those  who  are  faithful),  the  open  book  and  torch  (enlightenment 
from  God's  Word),  and  the  fountain  of  life  (Jesus). 
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Corinth's  Pastors 


The  1969  historical  booklet  provides  pictures  and  biography  for  Corinth's  pastors 
from  Ingold  to  Sperry.  What  follows  is  an  update  on  two  of  those  pastors,  and  a 
summary  of  the  ministry  of  Corinth's  pastors  since  1969. 


Dr.  Harry  D.  Althouse  died  in  1970  after  48  years  in 
the  ministry.  In  1982,  Corinth  refurbished  a  large  Sunday 
School  room  in  memory  of  Dr.  Althouse  whose  bust,  sculpted 
by  Frances  Moody,  was  returned  to  Corinth  from  the  Art 
Museum  in  1990. 


Harry  D.  Althouse 


i 


Gordon  H.  Sperry 


Rev.  Gordon  H.  Sperry's  era  at  Corinth  included  an 
emphasis  on  ecumenical  and  interracial  relationships, 
benevolent  giving,  community  service,  and  Christian  edu- 
cation, including  the  Special  Education  class.  Rev.  Sperry 
resigned  from  Corinth  Church  in  1982,  and  ministered  in 
Australia  for  several  years.  He  is  now  retired  and  lives  in 
Hickory  with  his  wife,  Marion. 


Dr.  Donald  P.  Flick,  currently  the  Executive  Director 
of  United  Church  Retirement  Homes  in  Newton,  served  as 
interim  pastor  during  1982-83. 


Malcolm  D.  Kilborn 


Donald  P.  t  lick 

Malcolm  D.  Kilborn  served  as  Senior  Pastor  at 
Corinth  from  1983-92.  Rev.  Kilborn  and  his  wife  Jeanne 
have  three  children:  David,  Jennifer,  and  Jonathan.  Born 
in  Killingly,  Connecticut  on  May  26,  1935,  Rev.  Kilborn 
attended  State  College  at  Worchester,  Massachussetts,  and 
Colgate  Rochester  Divinity  School  in  Rochester,  New  York. 
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He  was  ordained  on  January  6, 1963  by  the  Genesee  Valley  Association  of  the  NewYork 
Conference. 


Rev.  Kilborn  served  Congregational  UCC  in  Webster,  New  York  as  a  student 
assistant  pastor,  Parma  Greece  UCC  in  Hilton,  New  York  as  a  senior  pastor,  First 
Congregational  UCC  in  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts  as  a  senior  pastor,  Grace  UCC  in 
Hoyoke,  Massachusetts  as  a  senior  pastor,  and  First  Congregational  UCC  in  Billings, 
Montana  as  an  associate  minister  and  acting  senior  minister.  Malcolm  and  Jean 
Kilborn  moved  to  Austin,  Texas  in  1993,  where  Rev.  Kilborn  now  serves  as  pastor  of 
United  Christian  Church. 

Dr.  Michael  C.  D.  McDaniel,  a  retired  Lutheran 
bishop,  professor  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  and  director  of 
the  college's  Center  for  Theology,  served  as  supply  preacher 
during  1992,  a  reminder  of  our  shared  Reformed  and 
Lutheran  heritage. 


Michael  C.  D.  McDamel 

Robert  M.  Thompson  began  his  ministry  as  Senior 
Pastor  of  Corinth  on  March  1, 1993.  Rev.  Thompson  and  his 
wife  Linda  have  three  children:  Philip,  Cara,  and  Jenica. 

Rev.  Thompson  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia  on 
September  26,  1956.  He  received  his  B.A.  and  Master  of 
Divinity  from  Columbia  International  University  in  South 
Carolina. 


Robert  M.  Thompson 


Thompson's  first  full-time  church  assignment  was  as  Christian  Education  Direc- 
tor of  First  Congregational  Christian  Church  (UCC)  in  Reidsville  between  college  and 
seminary.  He  later  served  Salem  Chapel  UCC  and  Belews  Creek  UCC  in  Forsyth 
County  as  a  student  intern,  and  Emanuel  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Thomasville  as 
pastor  from  1987-1993. 
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Commitment  to  Education 


From  the  beginning,  Corinth  has  committed  itself  to  education.  The  church 
organized  in  the  "Free  Academy,"  a  school  built  by  Jeremiah  Ingold. 

Catawba  College,  which  predates  Corinth  Church,  opened  in  nearby  Newton  in 
1851  and  was  a  near  neighbor  until  it  relocated  to  Salisbury  in  1923. 

In  1880,  visionary  leaders  at  Corinth  began  Claremont  Female  College,  which 
they  hoped  would  become  the  "Wellesley  of  the  South."  The  Consistory  invited  Rev  A. 
S.  Vaughan,  a  former  head  of  Catawba  College,  to  head  the  new  school.  In  1909,  Corinth 
turned  over  the  operation  of  the  college  to  the  North  Carolina  Classis. 

Though  Claremont  College  served  the  community  well  for  more  than  three 
decades  by  educating  hundreds  of  young  women,  it  never  achieved  the  lofty  ideals  of 
its  founders.  Sometimes,  the  college  struggled. 

In  1912,  the  trustees  agreed  to  sell  lots  from  the  corner  of  11th  Street  and  13th 
Avenue  to  pay  off  indebtedness.  Because  there  was  a  question  concerning  the  legality 
of  selling  lots  for  this  purpose,  J.  L.  Riddle  (Bess  Warlick's  grandfather)  filed  a  "friendly 
suit,"  which  eventually  led  to  a  favorable  ruling  by  the  state  Supreme  Court.  Riddle 
bought  the  first  and  largest  of  the  lots  on  September  19,  1913. 

In  1914,  the  N.C.  Classis,  tiring  of  operating  two  competing  colleges,  merged  the 
interests  of  Claremont  School  with  Catawba  College,  and  returned  the  Claremont 
Property  to  the  control  of  Corinth  Church.  The  following  years  were  filled  with 
uncertainty  about  the  future  of  the  Claremont  property.  (For  further  notes  on  this  era, 
see  the  "Snapshots  of  Corinth"  section.) 

At  a  called  meeting  July  21, 1919,  the  President  of  the  trustees  reported  that  the 
City  of  Hickory  was  interested  in  buying  the  Claremont  College  Property.  The  trustees 
instead  donated  the  property  to  the  city  with  the  condition  that  the  city  would 
"establish  and  forever  maintain  a  public  school"  there.  The  agreement  stipulated  that 
the  land  would  revert  to  Corinth  Church  if  the  city  ever  failed  to  use  the  property  for 
public  education.  The  City  of  Hickory  built  Claremont  High  School,  which  served  the 
community  from  1925  to  1972.  The  building  lay  vacant  for  a  decade  until  in  1983 
Corinth  leased  it  to  the  Arts  Center  of  Catawba  Valley  for  99  years. 
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The  Arts  Center  of  Catawba  Valley  opened 
in  1986,  and  hosts  the  Hickory  Museum  of  Art, 
the  Catawba  Science  Center,  the  Catawba  County 
Council  for  the  Arts,  the  Western  Piedmont 
Symphony,  and  the  Hickory  Choral  Society. 

Corinth  has  continued  its  commitment  to 
education  in  this  generation,  looking  for  niches  in 


the  educational  life  of  Hickory,  As  soon  as  the  Arts  Center 

current  facility  opened  in  1959,  plans  were  under 

way  for  a  weekday  kindergarten  program.  In  1969,  Corinth  began  a  non-sectarian 
special  education  class  on  Sunday  mornings  for  mentally  challenged  persons. 

North  State  Academy  held  classes  at  Corinth  Church  from  September  1968 
through  the  first  semester  of  1971.  The  school  began  with  53  students  in  grades  7-10, 
moved  to  its  own  campus  in  1971,  and  closed  in  the  1980's. 

In  1993,  Catawba  College  awarded  the  first  annual  "Corinth  Reformed  United 
Church  of  Christ"  endowed  scholarship.  Corinth  created  the  scholarship  with  contri- 
butions to  the  college's  capital  campaign. 


"Corinth  in  the  Snow" 
March  1993 
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FOURTEEN  DECADES  Or 


The  Wider 
Church 

187 1  -  Appeal  to  N.C.  Classis 
for  financial  assistance 
1873-Host  to  N.C.  Classis 
1875-Appeal  to  national  church 

190 1  -  Corinth  helps  build 
"Cotton  Mill  Chapel" 
(now  Faith  Church) 

1903-Host  to  N.C.  Classis 

1 9 1 1  -  Host  to  Synod  of  the 

Potomac 
1919-Host  to  N.C.  Classis 
(Fesperman,  Whitener  licensed) 

1923-Host  to  General  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Church 
1929-Hostto  Women's 
Missionary  Society 

Property/ 
Buildings 

I860- Services  in  brush  stand 
(summer)  and  H.  Link's  home 

1868- Brush  stand  burns 
1868 -Meet  in  "Free  Academy" 

1871 -Lot  donated  by  H.W. 
Robinson  on  First  Avenue  SW 
1872 -Cornerstone  laid 
1875  -  Dedication  of  first  building 

1887  -  Wooden  church  building  burns 
1887 -Corinth  erects  Hickory's 
first  brick  church  building 

1890-  Dedication  of  2nd  building 
Sep  23, 1890-Corinth  purchases 
Hickory's  first  pipe  organ 
1895  -  First  parsonage  built, 
Queen  Anne-style,  3rd  Ave.  NE 

Sep  20,  1905 -Decision  to  buy 

Thurston  land,  2nd  St  NW 
Oct  19, 1909-Cornerstone  laid 
for  third  building 

Oct  30,  1910-Last  service  in 

"little  brick  church" 
Nov  6,  1910- First  service  in 
new  church,  dedicated  Dec  10 

1923-QueenAnne-style 
parsonage  (1895)  sold; 
2nd  parsonage  built  behind 
the  church,  downtown 

Pastors/ 
Staff 

1860-  74  Jeremiah  Ingold 

1874-76  Julius  H.Shuford 
1876  Jacob  C.  Clapp  (supply) 
1876-77  John  A.  Foil 
1878-81  Jeremiah  Ingold 

1881-83  A.S.Vaughan 
1883-84  Alfred  P.  Horn 
1884-85  J.  Dickey  Gurley 
1885-90  Lewis  Reiter 
1881-90  Jeremiah  Ingold  (Assoc) 

1890-1917  Joseph  L.  Murphy 

1918-24  Walter  W.  Rowe 

1924-29  George  Longaker 

Events/ 
Occasions 

1860- Jeremiah  Ingold's 
First  Hickory  Tavern  sermon 
May  22, 1869-22  charter 
members  begin  Corinth  Church 

1880-Corinth  charters 
Claremont  College 

1902- Walter  W.  Rowe  (son  of 
Corinth)  ordained 
1903 -Corinth  becomes  an 
independent  charge 

19 10  -  Boy  Scout  "Troop  One" 
chartered  at  Corinth 
1916-Claremont  College  closes 
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WORSHIP  AND  SERVICE 


The  Wider 
Church 

1934-HosttoN.C.  Classis 
1934-Merger  of  Evangelical 
and  Reformed 

1945  -  Corinth  helps  establish 
Macedonia  Church  (now  defunct) 

1957-Mergerof 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  with 
Congregational  Christian  creates 
the  United  Church  of  Christ 

1963-64  Corinth  helps  establish 

Church  of  the  Master 
1969-UCC  elects  Corinth  -  born 
Robert  V.  Moss,  Jr.  as  President 

Property/ 
Buildings 

1940- Complete  renovation 
Feb  16, 1941  -  Rededication 
1947  -  Purchase  of  Cecil  T.  Bost 
home  as  the  third  parsonage 
Tudor-style,  2nd  Av.  &  6th  St.  NW 

1952 -S.S.  area  renovated 
Dec  20,  1954  -  Vote  to  relocate 
Nov  4,  1956  -  Groundbreaking 
Sep  6, 1959  -  Dedication  of 
current  Gothic-style  facility 

May  7,  1961  -  Dedication  of 
Memorial  Garden  (in  the  back) 
1968-71  -  Corinth  hosts  North 
State  Academy  (private  school) 

1975  -  Third  parsonage  sold 

1982  -  Althouse  Room  renovated 

1983  -  Lease  of  Arts/Science  Ctr 
1986  -  Art  Museum  Building  sold 

1988  -  Moss  Room 
1988  Memorial  Garden 

1990  -  Warlick  Garden  dedicated 
1990  -  Althouse  Room  dedicated 
with  Althouse  bust 
1991  -  Organ  restoration 
1992-93  Major  exterior  repairs 

Pastors/ 
Staff 

1930-68  Harry  D.  Althouse 

1958-70  Jeanne  Ingold  (CE) 

1969-82  Gordon  H.  Sperry 
1964-66  Edwin  Neff  (Assistant) 
1966-68  John  Harrison 
(Assistant) 

CE/parish  workers: 
Nancy  Keppel,  Barbara  Laucks, 
Todd  Snyder,  Sharon  McKee, 
Steve  Gifford 

1982-83  Donald  Flick  (interim) 
1983-92  Malcolm  Kilborn 

1980-83  Jamie  Fonville  (Assoc) 
1985  Nancy  Peebles  (CE) 
1986-90  Jay  Lauren:  (CE) 

1992-93  M.  McDaniel  (supply) 
1993  -  present  Robert  Thompson 

1992-93  Melissa  Wike(CE) 
1993  -  present  Robert  Fisher  (CE ) 

Events/ 
Occasions 

1940  -  First  Candlelighting 
service 

1959  -  Kindergarten  program 
begins 

1964  -  Hamp  Shuford  (son  of 
Corinth)  completes  Master  of 
Christian  Education  work 
1969  -  First  Thanksgiving  service 

1976  -  Lee  Jessup,  Jr.  (son  of 
Corinth)  ordained 

1981  -  Anne  Wepner  ( daughter 
of  Corinth)  ordained 
1982  -  Adult  Life  Program  begins 
in  Corinth's  educational  wing 
1985  -  Archives  Room  opened 

Oct  28,  1990  -  "Reformed" 
restored  to  the  church's  name 
1990  -  First  Homecoming  service 
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Three  Parsonages 


Corinth  has  provided  its  pastors  with  three 
different  parsonages  across  the  years.  The  first 
was  built  in  1895,  a  Queen  Anne-style  home  on 
SrdAvenue  NE,  across  Lie  street  from  Claremont 
College.  The  Hickory  Landmarks  Society  moved 
"The  Parsonage"  to  Can  lina  Park  (also  known  as 
Ivey  Arboretum  Park)  in  1987.  Currently  under- 
going restoration  by  the  Landmarks  Society, 
Corinth's  first  parsonage  will  soon  become  home 
to  the  Pregnancy  Care  Center  of  Catawba  Valley. 


First  Parsonage 
(1994  photo) 


Second  Parsonage 
(c.  1959  photo,  side  view) 


Built  in  1923  on  1st  Avenue  NW  behind  the 
downtown  church  building,  Corinth's  second  par- 
sonage was  home  to  pastors  until  1947,  when  it 
was  converted  to  Sunday  School  rooms.  This 
home  was  razed  when  the  downtown  church  was 
razed  to  erect  Southern  National  Bank  at  106  2nd 
Street  NW.  «,  .«  , 


Corinth's  third  and  final  parsonage  had 
been  the  Cecil  T.  Bost  home  until  Corinth  pur- 
chased it  in  1947.  A  Tudor-style  structure,  this  H 
home  on  the  corner  of  2nd  Avenue  and  6th  Street 
NW  was  sold  in  1975  to  Tom  and  Catherine 
Portwood. 


Third  Parsonage 
(1994  photo) 
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Southern  Conference  Institutions 


Our  conference  supports  several  institutions  with  a  Corinth  connection. 

Catawba  College  (1851).  Jeremiah  Ingold  helped  initiate  the  school.  J.  C. 
Clapp  served  as  supply  pastor  for  a  year  at  Corinth  during  his  term  as  head  of  Catawba 
College.  J.  L.  Murphy  served  as  a  Trustee  of  Catawba.  Three  current  members  of 
Corinth  serve  on  Catawba  College's  Board  of  Trustees:  Claude  Abernethy,  Shuford 
Abernethy,  and  Hamp  Shuford. 

Nazareth  Children's  Home  (1903).  J.  L.  Murphy  was  on  its  founding  board. 

Johns  River  Valley  Camp  ( 1936).  Harry  D.  Althouse  served  on  the  organizing 
committee,  on  the  initial  Board  of  Managers,  and  as  director  for  four  years.  Members 
of  Corinth  made  generous  contributions  of  cash,  facilities,  and  time  during  the  early 
years  of  Johns  River. 

Blowing  Rock  Assembly  Grounds  (1945).  Walter  W.  Rowe  proposed  the 
purchase  of  the  property  to  the  Southern  Synod  in  1944  and  chaired  the  purchase 
committee.  The  Shuford  family  of  Corinth  assumed  the  original  purchase  price  of  the 
BRAG  land  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Abel  A.  Shuford,  Sr.  The  original  board  of 
trustees  included  Rowe  and  Harry  D.Althouse,  pastor  at  Corinth.  The  Rowe  dormitory 
is  named  after  Walter  W.  Rowe. 

United  Church  Retirement  Homes 

(1971).    Corinth  lay  members  who  showed  an 

early  interest  by  serving  and  giving  included 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Lyerly,  Claude  Abernethy,  Jr.,  Walker 

Geitner,  and  Manley  Fuller,  Jr.  At  present  three 

persons  with  a  Corinth  connection  serve  on  the 

leadership  team  of  UCRH:    Dr.  Donald  Flick  Abernethy  Center,  United 

Church  Retirement  Homes 

(Executive  Director),  Dr.  Lee  Jessup,  Jr.  (Direc- 
tor of  Development),  and  Mr.  Shuford  Abernethy  (Administrator  of  the  Piedmont 
Center).  Three  members  of  Corinth  also  serve  on  the  Abernethy  Center  Operations 
Council:  Gretchen  Bost,  Fred  Abernethy,  and  John  Fuller. 
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Ministers  from  Corinth 


The  100th  anniversary  booklet  provides  photos  and  biography  on  two  "sons  of 
Corinth"  in  the  ministry:  Dr.  Walter  W.  Rowe  and  Dr.  Robert  V.  Moss,  Jr. 


As  the  historical  booklet  went  to  press  in  1969,  Dr.  Moss  had  been  nominated  as 
the  second  president  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ.  The  General  Synod  elected  Dr. 
Moss  in  1969,  and  he  served  as  president  until  his  untimely  death  by  cancer  on  October 
25,  1976. 


D.  Lee  Jessup,  Jr.  (B.A.,  M.  Div,  D.  Min.),  son  of  Lee, 
Sr.  and  Sue  Jessup,  was  ordained  at  Corinth  Church  in 
1976. 

Dr.  Jessup  has  served  First  United  Church  of  Christ 
in  Charlotte  (1976-80),  and  First  Reformed  United  Church 
of  Christ  in  Lexington,  NC  (1980-92).  He  began  work  in 
January  1993  at  United  Church  Retirement  Homes  in 
Newton  as  the  Director  of  Development.  Lee  and  Mary  Jo 
Jessup  have  two  children. 


D.  Lee  Jessup,  Jr. 


Anne  A.  Wepner  (B.A.,  M.A.T.,  M.Div,  D.Min.), 
daughter  of  Claude  and  RaenelleAbernethy,  was  ordained 
at  Corinth  in  1981. 

Dr.  Wepner  and  her  husband  Tim  co-pastored  Salem 

'  i       UCC  in  Albion,  Michigan  and  Congregational  Church 

-  '  ^      (UCC)  in  Litchfield,  Michigan  (1981-85),  Faith  UCC  in 

Anne  Abernethy  Wepner  '  6  ' 

Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois  (1986-88),  and  First  Congregational 
UCC  in  Berwyn,  Illinois  (1988-91).  Dr.  Wepner  also  served  as  a  pastoral  counselor  at 
the  Parkside  Pastoral  Counseling  Center  in  Park  Ridge,  Illinois  from  1985-89.  She 
now  serves  Grace  Reformed  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Newton,  North  Carolina, 
as  Minister  of  Christian  Education.  Tim  and  Anne  Wepner  have  five  children. 
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A  Heritage  of  Excellence  in  Music 


Musical  backgrounds  play  throughout  the  history  of  Corinth  Church.  Corinth 
installed  Hickory's  first  pipe  organ  in  1890  at  a  cost  of  $200. 

The  third  house  of  worship  (1910)  included  a  new  two  manual  org?m,  and  a  three 
manual  Mbller  organ  was  installed  in  the  1959  Gothic  church  as  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Maude 
Shuford  Watson. 

In  1989,  Corinth  again  entered  into  a  contract  with  Moller  to  complete  and  restore 
the  organ.  The  first  phase  included  a  four  manual  console,  additions,  and  tonal  changes 
at  a  cost  of  $250,000.  The  second  phase  included  exposed  violone  and  mutations  at  a 
cost  of  $40,000.  The  work  was  completed  in  1991,  and  David  Lail,  church  organist, 
presented  a  dedicatory  recital  on  October  17,  1992.  The  final  payment  on  the  organ 
restoration  was  made  in  October  1993,  and  the  congregation  expressed  its  thanks  to 
Claude  and  Raenelle  Abernethy  for  their  leadership  in  this  effort  at  the  "Celebration 
of  Corinth"  stewardship  dinner  on  November  21,  1993. 

The  organ  now  includes  2652  pipes.  A  future  dream  is  the  addition  of  a  balcony 
antiphonal  organ.  The  fourth  manual  would  serve  this  addition. 

Corinth  has  been  blessed  with  many  fine  organists  whose  names  are  listed  in  the 
100th  anniversary  booklet.  Since  Mary  McFarland,  Corinth's  two  primary  organists 
have  been  Robert  Smith  and  David  Lail,  who  served  as  organist  from  1980  through 
1993.  Becky  Barger  served  as  Music  Director  from  1958  through  1993.  Doris  Yoder 
Triplett  assumed  the  duties  of  Interim  Organist  and  Choir  Director  in  January  1994. 

Corinth's  musical  heritage  also  includes  the  magnificent  Christmas  concerts  of 
the  Hickory  Choral  Society,  held  here  annually  in  early  December. 
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Community  Outreach 


Corinth  has  helped  to  initiate  several  local  outreach  programs. 


Habitat  for  Humanity  of  Catawba  Valley  was  organized  in  1985,  and  early 
board  members  included  Donald  Flick,  Douglas  Freeman,  Rusty  Isenhour,  Charles 

I  Moss,  and  Edgar  Rogers  from  Corinth.  In  1991, 
Corinth's  Vincent  Chan  chaired  a  cooperative 
effort  by  Catawba  County  UCC  churches  to  build 
a  Habitat  house.  Fred  Abernethy  is  currently  on 
the  board  and  will  chair  the  board  in  1995. 

Adult  Life  Programs,  Inc.  (ALP).  Donald 
Flick  served  as  Chairman  of  the  organizing/ steer- 
ing committee  that  envisioned  Catawba  County's 
first  adult 

day  care  program.  Corinth  has  hosted  the  ALP 
since  it  opened  in  1983.  The  first  Board  of 
Directors  included  Jamie  Fonville,  Walker 
Geitner,  and  Mary  Stuart  Tarrant  of  Corinth. 
Alice  Ruth  Pierce  and  Hamp  Shuford  have  given 
many  volunteer  hours,  and  Corinth  members 
have  actively  supported  the  program  financially. 


UCC-built  Habitat  House  for 
the  Alec  Patrick  Family 


Adult  Life  Programs,  Inc. 
meeting  at  Corinth 


Cooperative  Christian  Ministry  began 
in  1969,  and  Corinth  was  one  of  fourteen  found- 
ing churches.  Our  representatives  at  the  time  of  the  founding  were  Martin  Amacher, 
Bob  Keppel,  Jeanne  Ingold,  Kenny  Burns,  and  Fred  Abernethy,  who  was  on  the  first 
board  and  served  as  the  second  President. 

Soup  Kitchen  (1983)  —  Corinth  was  among  six  original  church  sponsors.  Two 
members  of  Corinth  currently  serve  on  the  board:  Jeannie  Brackett  and  Bess  Fuller. 

Hospice  of  Catawba  Valley  Volunteers  had  its  first  meeting  on  August  14, 
1978,  and  Nancy  Keppel  from  Corinth  was  one  of  three  co-chairs  of  the  first  meeting. 
Mary  Stuart  Tarrant  from  Corinth  was  one  of  the  first  volunteers.  Nancy  Dowdy  and 
FredAbernethy  currently  serve  on  the  board.  Barbara  de  la  Garza  is  currently  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  Friends  of  Hospice  Volunteer  Organization,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  for  Hospice  of  the  Carolinas. 

18 


Snapshots  of  Corinth 


(Interesting  Historical  Facts) 
Jeremiah  Ingold:  Active  Leader 

Corinth's  first  pastor  served  as  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Classis  twelve 
times  from  1845  to  1882.  He  also  served  on  numerous  ordination  committees  and  other 
special  committees,  such  as  the  1849  committee  to  study  the  needs  for  "establishing  a 
school  of  high  order"  in  North  Carolina  (later  Catawba  College). 

Revivalism  in  the  South 

One  of  Jeremiah  Ingold's  most  notable  committee  assignments  was  an  1853 
Classis  committee  to  examine  the  teachings  of  the  seminary  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mercersburg  leaders  such  as  Philip  Schaff  and  John  W.  Nevin  sought  to  ground 
the  church  in  Scripture,  liturgy,  and  the  creeds  instead  of  experience -centered 
revivalism.  The  Classis  declared  that  it  was  not  in  sympathy  with  the  "alleged 
heresies"  at  Mercersburg,  and  would  not  accept  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Synod.  The  N.C. 
Classis  reconciled  with  the  Synod  in  1866. 

"The  Corinthian" 

Beginning  in  1894,  the  newsletter  of  the  N.C.  Classis  was  named  "The  Corinthian," 
because  it  had  evolved  from  a  parish  paper  published  by  the  pastor  of  Corinth  Church, 
Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy.  Murphy  continued  as  the  paper's  editor,  even  after  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  "Reformed  Church  Standard"  in  1906.  In  January  1994,  the  100th 
anniversary  year  of  J.  L.  Murphy's  Classis  newsletter,  Corinth  renamed  its  congrega- 
tional newsletter  "The  Corinthian." 
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Missions  Pay 


J.  C.  Clapp's  1908  history  of  the  N.C.  Classis 
opens  the  history  of  Corinth  Church  in  Hickory 
with  two  words:  "Missions  pay"  The  initiators  of 
Corinth,  Henry  Link  and  Peter  Rowe,  had  been 
members  of  Bethel  Church. 


Bethel  UCC,  1993 


In  1871  the  Classis,  meeting  at  Emanuel  in 

Davidson  County,  appealed  to  the  churches  of  the 
I  Classis  to  assist  Corinth  with  the  costs  of  its  first 

|  building.  An  1875  appeal  in  the  Reformed  Church 

Review  petitioned  the  denomination  at  large  for 
help.  Leonard's  1940  history  of  the  classis  stresses 
that  Corinth  "should  out  of  gratitude,  consider  it 
a  high  privilege  to  give  assistance  to  any  similar 
9  missionary  enterprise  in  North  Carolina  and  else- 
Faith  UCC,  1993  where." 


r 


Corinth  has  given  both  leadership  and  money 
to  four  church  starts  in  the  Hickory  area:  Faith 
Church  in  Brookford  (originally  the  "Cotton  Mill 
Chapel"  )  in  1901;  West  Hickory  Mission  and 
Mecedonia  Church  (now  disbanded);  Church  of 
the  Master  in  1963-64. 


Church  of  the  Master,  1993 


20 


Fire! 


Fire  entered  the  history  of  Corinth  several  times  in  its  early  years.  The  brush 
stand  that  served  as  a  place  of  worship  during  the  1860's  burned  in  1868,  and  this  fire 
may  have  been  a  catalyst  for  organizing  the  congregation  and  building  its  first  house 
of  worship. 

The  first  church  building  (a  wooden  structure)  burned  March  26,  1887,  and 
Corinth  held  services  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  while  building  "the  little  brick 
church." 

Corinth's  first  mission  church,  the  "Cotton  Mill  Chapel"  (now  Faith  Church  in 
Brookford),  built  its  first  building  with  much  financial  help  from  Corinth,  and  held  its 
first  worship  service  in  the  new  building  May  12, 1901.  Four  days  later  lightning  struck 
the  building  and  it  burned  to  the  ground.  With  the  help  of  $380  from  an  insurance  policy 
purchased  on  May  11,  Corinth  members  assisted  in  immediately  rebuilding  the  facility. 

Troop  One 

Corinth  Church  hosts  Boy  Scout  Troop  One,  the  first  chartered  Boy  Scout  troop 
in  the  United  States.  Bob  Killian  is  the  current  Scoutmaster.  The  original  charter  was 
in  1910,  though  Corinth  lost  the  charter  for  a  few  years  because  there  was  no  active 
Scout  troop.  "Mr.  Ab,"  Claude Abernethy,  Sr.,  was  Scoutmaster  for  more  than  50  years. 

Claremont  College  Trustees 

Corinth  continued  to  elect  trustees  for  Claremont  College  for  more  than  twenty 
years  after  the  college  closed.  The  last  recorded  election  was  February  21,  1937,  with 
Dr.  Althouse  presiding  over  the  congregational  meeting. 
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Claremont  Property,  1915-19 


During  the  years  between  the  closing  of  Claremont  College  and  the  transfer  of  the 
property  to  the  City  of  Hickory,  Corinth  struggled  with  its  options  for  putting  the 
buildings  and  grounds  to  useful  purpose. 

J.  L.  Murphy  reported  on  May  8,1917  that  he  was  using  the  tower  room  for  a  study 
and  that  he  had  been  cultivating  the  lot  "which  gives  me  a  pleasant  recreation,  if  not 
a  profitable  employment." 

The  City  of  Hickory  used  the  chapel  for  certain  classes  during  this  era  for  a 
consideration  for  $25  per  month. 

In  March  1918,  the  trustees  of  Claremont  College  received  a  proposal  from  two 
officers  at  Horner  Military  Base  in  Charlotte  to  open  the  "Hickory  Military  Academy" 
at  the  Claremont  location.  The  trustees  approved  the  proposal,  but  the  papers  were 
never  signed  and  the  matter  was  dropped. 

Later  in  1918,  at  the  close  of  World  War  I,  the  trustees  of  Claremont  College  agreed 
"to  rent  the  college  property  to  the  U.S.  Government  through  Lenoir  College. ..for 
barracks  purposes."  They  also  donated  any  furniture  suited  to  the  needs  of  Catawba 
College  to  that  sister  school. 

Corinth's  Cemetery 

The  site  of  the  first  Corinth  church  building  on  First  Avenue  S.E.,  now  referred 
to  as  Robinson  Park,  was  originally  a  cemetery  where  a  number  of  Corinth  Church 
members  were  buried.  Rev.  Walter  W.  Rowe's  father  was  buried  there,  and  his 
gravestone,  though  flat  in  the  ground,  is  still  readable. 
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The  General  Synod  -  1923 


Corinth  had  the  high  honor  of  hosting  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  on  May  23,  1923.  Dr.  Walter  W.  Rowe  and  other  local  officials 
warmly  welcomed  the  delegates  from  across  the  country.  Dr.  Jacob  C.  Leonard  of 
Lexington,  N.C.  became  President  of  the  Synod,  winning  election  from  among  an 
unusually  large  number  of  candidates.  The  May  22,  1923  edition  of  The  Times - 
Mercury  (Hickory's  biweekly  newspaper)  devoted  almost  its  entire  newspaper  to 
stories  about  the  Synod.  Even  the  paid  display  ads  in  the  newspaper  were  primarily 
messages  of  welcome  to  the  delegates.  The  paper  is  on  display  in  the  Corinth  archives. 

Remnants  of  Corinth's  Third  Building 


Corinth's  last  downtown  building  still  lives  in  various  places. 

Hamp  Shuford  bought  the  two  manual  organ  and  donated  it  to  Catawba  College. 

Some  stained  glass  windows  are  stored  in  the  boiler  room  of  the  new  Corinth, 
except  for  one  double  window  at  Hickory  Construction  Company  and  two  mounted, 
lighted  windows  —  one  in  the  Archives  Room  and  one  in  the  Althouse  Room. 

The  contractor  who  tore  down  the  building,  Ralph  Whisnant,  preserved  some  of 
the  slate,  some  of  the  brick,  and  the  front  door  handle  and  incorporated  them  into  the 
design  of  his  lakeside  home  on  Sixth  Street  Drive  NW.  Frances  Moody  purchased  four 
marble  columns  from  the  contractor,  and  donated  them  back  to  Corinth  in  1994. 

The  bell  in  the  current  facility  was  brought  from  the  downtown  church;  it  was 
operated  manually  before  and  now  is  operated  electronically. 

The  cornerstone  of  the  old  building  was  preserved  in  a  copper  box  behind  the  new 
cornerstone. 

The  limestone  inscription,  "This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it,  which  now  sits  on  the 
stone  wall  in  the  east  parking  lot  near  the  Memorial  Garden,  previously  rested  over  the 
front  door  lintel  of  the  downtown  church. 


The  altar  from  the  third  building  is  currently  in  the  west  transept  of  our  current 


For  Further  Study 


Corinth  has  a  number  of  publications  still 
available  to  members  and  interested  friends  at  no 
cost:  the  1959  dedication  booklet  for  the  current 
facility,  the  1969  100th  anniversary  booklet,  the 
1992  organ  dedication  booklet,  and  the  1993  in- 
stallation program  for  Rev.  Thompson. 

Corinth's  Archives  Room  is  a  fascinating 
storehouse  of  information  and  artifacts  on  the 
history  of  Corinth. 

Three  men  have  written  or  edited  histories 
of  the  N.C.  Classis  (Reformed  Church)  and  the 
Southern  Synod  (Evangelical  and  Reformed).  Each 
book  contains  a  section  on  Corinth  Church: 

J.C.  Clapp  (1908),  Historic  Sketch  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  North 
Carolina. 

Jacob  Calvin  Leonard  (1940),  The  Southern  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church,  and 

Banks  J.  Peeler  (1968).  A  Story  of  the  Southern  Synod  of  the  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church. 

I  am  indebted  to  each  of  these  sources,  as  well  as  to  several  members  of  Corinth, 
for  input  into  this  history.  The  experience  of  researching  and  interviewing  has  been  an 
invaluable  one  for  me,  helping  me  to  claim  your  past  as  our  heritage  while  we  set  our 
sights  together  on  walking  in  step  with  God's  purposes  for  our  present  and  future. 

Robert  M.  Thompson,  Senior  Pastor  March  1994 


Historical  Sources 


The  Archives  Room 
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Funds  for  this  publication  are  provided  by 
the  children  of  Elizabeth  Abernethy  Erwin,  in 
loving  memory  of  their  mother,  who  believed 
and  lived  the  premise  that  a  church's  history  is 
comprised  of  the  lives  of  members  who  love  and 
serve  their  church  throughout  their  lives. 


Elizabeth  Abernethy  Erwin 
June  8,  1907  -  August  15,  1992 


